Navigating the Complexity of Cancer Diagnosis: 

Synthesis Maps for Diagnosis of Common Cancers in Canadian Contexts by Jones, Peter et al.
OCAD University Open Research Repository
Faculty  of  Design
2018  
Navigating  the  Complexity  of  
Cancer  Diagnosis:  Synthesis  Maps  
for  Diagnosis  of  Common  Cancers  
in  Canadian  Contexts
Jones,  Pete r  and  Juneja,  Manpre e t  and  Bisht,  Pupul  
Sug g e s t e d  citat io n:  
Jones,  Peter  and  Juneja,  Manpre e t  and  Bisht,  Pupul  (2018)  Navigat ing  the  
Complexity  of  Cancer  Diagnosis:  Synthesis  Maps  for  Diagnosis  of  Common  
Cancers  in  Canadian  Contexts.  [Art/Design  item]  Available  at  
http://open re s e a r c h .oc ad u .c a/id/ep rin t /3189/
Open  Research  is  a publicly  accessible,  curated  repository  for  the  preservation  and  
disse mination  of  scholarly  and  creative  output  of  the  OCAD  Universi ty  com mu ni t y .  
Material  in  Open  Research  is  open  access  and  made  available  via  the  consen t  of  the  
author  and/or  rights  holder  on  a non- exclusive  basis.  
Programs to screen for colon cancer are 
widely available across Canada and detect 
cancers at an early, treatable stage. 
There are challenges to implementing 
high-quality screening programs in 
northern and remote areas.
                        The outcome of this scenario 
depends on the willingness of primary 
care providers to refer to specialists for 
definitive diagnosis in a timely way.
Lung cancer can be complicated to diagnose 
due to its vague symptoms. Patients often live 
with lung cancer for years before symptoms 
become apparent. Especially with non-smokers, 
a patient or physician may not suspect cancer 
from the early symptoms. The diagnosis is not 
simple, and there is no programmatic screening 
available for lung cancer and no standardized 
pathways for diagnostic tests.
Lung cancer is shown in an urban scenario to 
suggest a variance of diagnostic intervals, even 
when access to clinical services is excellent.
A Clinical System Perspective of Pan-Canadian Cancer Diagnosis
doctors
